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The current minted gold 

bar, sometimes known as 

a Kangaroo bar, was 

launched in 2010. The 

name refers to the design 

on the reverse of the bar. 

Introduction ________________________________________  

he Perth Mint operates Australia’s only gold refinery. The refinery is a London 

Bullion Market Association (LBMA) accredited gold refinery and refines 

nearly all of the gold produced in Australia which is more than 400 tonnes per year. 

In addition to offering precious metals depository and storage facilities and 

programs, the Mint produces legal tender gold and silver investment coins on behalf 

of the Australian Commonwealth Government as well as a range of investment gold 

and silver minted and cast bars.  

 

Cast bars are most often created by pouring melted gold 

into a mould. Cast bars would normally have a rough 

finish. Mint bars are most often created by cutting 

specific shapes, usually rectangular, from large cast bars 

which have been rolled to a specific thickness. The 

shapes, called blanks, are then minted or ‘struck’ to a 

very high finish using a precision minting press which 

adds the bar’s intricate design. Hence the name minted 

bars. 

The Perth Mint currently produces over 30 minted gold and silver bars and coins in 

a range of weights and sizes. Minted gold bars have been produced by the Mint since 

2005. The current minted gold bar, sometimes known as a Kangaroo bar, was 

launched in 2010. The name refers to the design on the reverse of the bar. The 

Kangaroo bar is produced in a range of eight weights, namely, 1g, 5g, 10g, 20g, 50g, 

100g, 1 oz and 10 oz (see above).  
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Dimensions and Physical Specifications __________  

 he Perth Mint 1oz minted gold bar is sought after by collectors and 

investors alike due to its high quality production, high gold content and 

craftsmanship. Collectors appreciate the beauty of the bar and the high level of 

artistic detail in the design. Investors are attracted to the convenient size of the bar, 

the affordable price, the security features, and the bar’s reputation in the 

international marketplace. 

 

 

Physical Specifications 

The Kangaroo 1 ounce minted gold bar has a fine gold content of 1 troy ounce, a 

fineness of 99.99%, and a minimum gross weight of 31.107 grams. The 1 ounce 

bar is rectangular in shape with tapered corners, and measures 41.60mm by 24.60 

mm with a 1.71mm depth (appoximate size above). 
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Description and Design 

The front of the bar displays the Mint’s stylised 

swan logo in a circular motif, with the words 

“The Perth Mint Australia” inscribed within the 

outer circle. The swan design, which is the Mint’s 

official assay stamp registered with the LBMA, is 

recognised internationally and is the same design 

found stamped on the Mint’s larger 400oz good 

delivery bars.  

The original swan design was inspired by the 

Mint’s location in Perth, where the main river, the 

Swan, runs through the city. Underneath the 

motif, the bar is inscribed with the fineness 

“99.99%”, the words “Pure Gold”, and the bar’s 

fine gold content “1 ounce”. 

 

The reverse of the bar featuring a recurrent 

pattern of bounding kangaroos. This 

symbolises the Australian outback, and was 

chosen to represent the country’s historical 

gold mining tradition which dates back to 

the 1850s. 
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Presentation 

The 1 ounce minted bar is presented within a 

green-coloured sealed tamper-proof 

presentation card, with the actual bar fully 

visible both front and back while being blister-

packed or encased within a Certicard security 

casing.  

The front of the card displays the Perth Mint 

logo. The back lists the bar’s gold content, 

fineness, the minimum gross weight, and the 

bar’s unique six digit serial number.  

 

 

In addition, the back of the card features the 

signature of the chief assayer of the Perth Mint, 

providing authenticity and signifying that the 

Mint guarantees the weight and fineness of each 

gold bar produced.  

 

 

 



 

A Comprehensive Guide to the Perth Mint 1oz Bar 

 

 

© 2013 GoldCore   6 

The security casing ensures 

that if the packaging has 

been tampered with in any 

way, it will partially turn 

from transparent to an 

opaque white. 

Security 

The security casing ensures that if the packaging 

has been tampered with in any way, it will partially 

turn from transparent to an opaque white. As 

additional security, the casing contains a 

luminescent pattern detectable under UV light.  

While it is not essential to retain the packaging 

following purchase, the security card and packaging ensures that the bar remains in 

mint condition and allows each bar to be instantly recognisable and accepted by 

Authorised Dealers in the event of resale.   

It is industry practice amongst refiners to ship bars of this type from the mint 

within a tamper-proof card. In addition to the Perth Mint, many of the Swiss 

minted gold bars of similar size use similar security packaging and presentation 

cards. 

Production Statistics 

Mint coins usually have mintage limits specifying allowable production. This 

concept does not usually apply to minted gold bars. Perth Mint minted gold bars 

have however only been produced in relatively small quantities since their launch.  

For example in the 10 month period from July 2012 to April 2013, only 80,000 of 

the 1 ounce minted gold bars were manufactured and sold. Nearly 80% of these 

bars were sold into the US market, 10% within Australia and the remainder in the 

European marketplace.   
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Premiums Over Gold Spot Price 

Premiums on minted gold bars tend to be lower than for minted coins of the same 

weight and fineness. This is due to slightly less expensive fabrication costs for bars 

compared to coins. The premiums on the Perth Mint 1 ounce minted gold bar are 

currently 4.5%. 

The Oriana Minted Bar  

One ounce minted gold bars were first produced by the Perth Mint in 2005. Bars 

from the first year of production are now commonly known as Swan bars, due to the 

swan motif assay stamp which appears on the front of the bar. 

In 2006, the Mint introduced a range of gold minted bars 

which are now commonly known as Oriana bars. The 

Oriana minted gold bar is similar to the current 1 ounce bar, 

but is distinguished by an alternate design on the reverse. 

The design features a representation of the goddess Oriana 

whose name derives from the Latin phrase for sunrise or the 

Spanish term for gold. Although no longer produced, the 

Oriana bars are sometimes still available for purchase 

through Authorised Dealers. 
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The Perth Mint is fully 

guaranteed by the 

Government of Western 

Australia which enjoys 

the highest AAA rating 

from Standard and 

Poor's. 

History ______________________________________________  

he Perth Mint, originally 

a branch of the British 

Royal Mint, was established in 

1899. In 1970 ownership of the 

Mint transitioned to the State Government of Western Australia. In 1988, the 

Mint’s current parent company Gold Corporation was established as a statutory 

authority of the Western Australian Government via the Gold Corporation Act of 

1987.  

The next twenty years saw industry consolidation with three 

of the Perth Mint’s competitors in Australia, including 

Johnson Matthey’s Australian company, being merged into 

Gold Corporation. Gold Corporation now operates two 

companies, the Western Australian Mint, commonly known 

as the Perth Mint, and GoldCorp Australia, the bullion 

marketing arm of the organisation. The parent company 

and all subsidiaries are fully owned by the Western 

Australian Government. 
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Why Own Perth Mint 1 oz Gold Bars ______________  

he market for Perth Mint 1 oz gold bars are highly liquid due to the large 

number of bars produced historically, and the extensive trading network. 

This ensures competitive pricing and ease of selling internationally. 

As a form of physical gold ownership, Perth Mint 1 oz gold bars allow 

investors to gain exposure to the gold price. 

Perth Mint 1 oz gold bars provide a cost-effective way to diversify an 

investment and savings portfolio.  

The exact 1oz weight and lack of import duties and VAT makes the Perth 

Mint 1 oz gold bars easy to value and price.  

The compact size, durability and portability of the Perth Mint 1 oz gold bars 

allows for easy storage options. 

Perth Mint 1 oz gold bars will protect owners from the political, 

macroeconomic, systemic and monetary risks of today and the coming years. 
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WRITTEN BY 
GoldCore  

ABOUT GOLDCORE 

GoldCore are respected international bullion dealers who are experts in the execution and 

logistics of the highly specialised precious metals market. GoldCore have been providing 

precious metal investment solutions for an International client base since 2003. Today, our team 

of experts service all investor classes from private individuals to companies and institutional 

investors. Whether you are a small or large investor looking to take delivery or arrange for 

secure, trusted insured storage, GoldCore has a solution to suit your needs. 

CONTACT GOLDCORE 

               

   

Disclaimer: The information in this document has been obtained from sources which we believe to be 
reliable. We cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness. It does not constitute a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any investment. Any person acting on the information contained in this document 
does so at their own risk. Recommendations in this document may not be suitable for all investors. 
Individual circumstances should be considered before a decision to invest is taken. Investors should note 
the following: Past experience is not necessarily a guide to future performance. The value of investments 
may fall or rise against investors' interests. Income levels from investments may fluctuate. GoldCore 
Limited ( www.goldcore.com), trading as GoldCore is regulated by the Financial Regulator of Ireland.  

© 2013 GoldCore. All rights reserved. 
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